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THE SERVICE AREA

The service portion of a lot is the part around the garage and
drive, the drying yard, kitchen garden, dog run, ashpit, and trades-
men's entrance. This area should be made as compact and com-
plete as possible and should be entirely screened from the private
area, from the street, and from the neighbors.

If the garage is located in the yard back of the house it should be
concealed by planting of sufficient height. If the location of the
garage makes a driveway necessary it should follow the edge of
the lot and should be included in the border landscaping, which
might well have a hedge or vines on a link fence next to the neigh-
boring property. Sometimes the driveway and a surfaced motor
court or turning area can be used also for games. A turning area
is necessary on a property located on a busy street where it is dan-
gerous to back a car out. Other service features such as a drying
yard are usually located in the area adjoining the garage. If there
is no suitable place for a permanent drying yard, an umbrellalike
reel that can be folded and put away when not in use is a dubious
substitute, because probably it would seldom be taken down. The
garbage and refuse cans may be concealed by shrubs near the
kitchen door, or placed in a Small lattice enclosure covered with
vines, or in a box seat on the rear porch*

The service area might also contain a well-designed vegetable
garden, which can be decorative as well as useful. The red beet
foliage, fernlike carrot leaves, red tomatoes, purple cabbages, enor-
mous rhubarb leaves, decorative artichokes, and prim borders of
parsley are only a few of the esthetic joys of a vegetable garden.
The cutting-flower garden and the rose garden, which looks ragged
much of the time, and also a digging space for the children are
often placed in the service area near the vegetable garden.

If the kitchen is located at the front of the house, usually a
service yard adjoining the kitchen entrance should be enclosed and
entirely hidden, by a wall or a high hedge at the front or side of
dke house.

A garage that is incorporated into the house design should be
well landscaped since it is ordinarily the most-used point of en-
trance and departure.